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of neglect and balance it against the danger of over-con-
sideration, the difficulties that are experienced by unloved
children and balance them against the difficulties of the
pampered children, he will fear to do anything but teach
the class as a class and ignore individual differences, hoping
thus at least to do no harm. He will do more harm than
he wots probably, for each child in his class needs some
special help to straighten out his misconceptions of the
world he must live in, and one can no more doctor minds
than bodies in classes. There must in every school be class
work, class play, class give and take. But there must be
time for individual work, talk and play. Adler, complain-
ing bitterly about pampered children, urges us to treat
children as we treat our equals in age, neither with superi-
ority nor with undue consideration. Such treatment is
due to all children, normal and difficult alike. They will
to a great extent give us what we ask of them, and perhaps
the most important function of a teacher is to help Ms
pupils to understand what is needed of the good child in
the type of community that aims at least at consideration
for all men and love for one's friends.
adler's summary
No better summary of this difficult question of a child's
attitude towards his environment can be made than a
couple of pages from Adler's chapter on "The Unity of
Personality' in his book on The Education of Children.
When we recognize the true state of affairs we must admit that
it is of no use to pick one fault or another and punish the child
for it. Suppose, for example, that he forgets a book—it woaM
be a wonder if he didn't, for when he forgets it he gives his mother
something to do. It its not an isolated individual act, it is part
of the whole scheme of personality. When we bear in mind tfeat
all the expressions of a personality are consistent parts of a whole,
we can see that this boy is acting simply in accordance with Ms
style of life. And the fact that he acts consistently, in. accordance
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